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INDIAN SCHOOL AL WADI AL KABIR 

TERM 1: Chapter 1- Sociology & Society  

NOTES AND Q&A  
 

NOTES on 29/05/2022 

Write interesting terms from Page 1- 7 from Chapter 1 (Sociology and Society) after reading it. 

Answer in detail: 

1) What is Sociology? 

• Sociology is a scientific and comprehensive study of society. 

• The very origin of the word ‘Sociology’ comes from the Latin word ‘Socius’ 

(companion) and the Greek word Ology (study of), to indicate its nature as a hybrid 

discipline. 

• August Comte, a French philosopher coined the term Sociology in 1838 and called it the 

science of human associations. He is known as the ‘Father of Sociology’. The 

contributions of Durkheim Spencer and Max Weber is significant to develop Sociology 

as a separate discipline. 

• By and large Sociology as a scientific discipline has certain characteristics. It is a social 

science, not a natural science, which studies social groups and social relations. It is a 

categorical science, not a normative science because it deals with ‘what is’ instead of 

‘Who ought to be’. 

• Sociology is a pure science, not an applied science. It simply collects the knowledge 

about human society. It is an abstract science not a concrete science. It simply deals with 

the design and norms and interested in the fact that despite the differences in their origin 

and culture people live in a common human society. 

• Sociology is a science of generalization and not specialization. It simply makes 

generalizations about human groups, social actions, societies and their structure. 

Sociology is both a rational and empirical science.  

• Sociology analyses society. It focuses on the emergence of society. It deals with major 

social units and their dynamics. 

Short Answer Questions: 

1) Discuss the pluralistic perspective of a society. 

Answer: 

Society can be understood better as a group of people who are interacting, interdependent, have a 

structure and follow a similar cultural pattern. Each society is unique. Society includes 
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similarities, diversities, inequalities because in the society each individual has his own personal 

values and ideals. Individuals live in a society. 

NOTES on 30/05/2022 

Write interesting terms from Page 8-10 from Chapter 1 (Sociology and Society) after reading it. 

Theological, line of descent,  

Answer in detail: 

2) Is sociology a science? 

Answer: Sociology is a science as it involves objectives and systematic methods of investigation 

and evaluation of social reality in the light of empirical evidence and interpretation. 

It is not a natural science because human behaviour is not exacting and varies from person to 

person. 

Sociology is a categorical science because it relates to “what is”. It is a pure science because 

sociology collects the knowledge about human society only and not concerned with its 

application. Sociology is an abstract science because it studies the design and norms of the 

society. It is a science of generalisation. It provides understanding about groups, social actions, 

subject matter and structure. Sociology presents general principles related to social interaction so 

it is a general science. Sociology is a science because it uses scientific methodology. It uses 

method of observation and believes in theory of causation and objectivity. 

3) State main features of Sociology. 

Answer: 

• Sociology is a social science. 

• It is a pure science, not an applied science. 

• It is a categorical science, not a normative science . 

• Sociology is a general science. 

• It is both rational and empirical science. 

• Culture, social organisation, social institution and social structure are the subject 

matters of sociology. 

• Sociology is a science of generalisation rather than specialisation. 
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Notes on 31/05/22 

Write interesting terms from Page 10- 13 from Chapter 1 (Sociology and Society) after reading 

it. 

Stratification, empirical, hierarchical, guilds, cosmopolitan, archetype, homogenous, hetrogenous 

Answer in detail: 

4) Discuss the revolutionary changes in 19th century Europe that led to the emergence of 

Sociology. 

Answer: 

-Sociology was born in 19th century Europe as a result of the revolutionary changes brought 

about by Enlightenment, the French Revolution and the Industrial Revolution. 

- Medieval Europe was a feudal society. The church dominated all spheres of society including 

matters of state and the king was regarded to be divinely ordained to rule over his people as he 

deemed fit. Gradually people began to question every aspect of life including the authority of the 

church and the monarchy. 

- This led to the Age of Enlightenment, which laid great emphasis on reason and 

rationality. There was a growing conviction that the methods of natural sciences could be 

extended to study affairs of human society. E.g., Poverty began to be seen not as a natural 

phenomenon but as a social problem caused by exploitation and human ignorance. Hence 

poverty could be redressed and resolved. 

-Enlightenment values of intellectual and political freedom found expression in the French 

Revolution of 1789. This revolution popularized the notion that all individuals possessed the 

right to liberty, equality and fraternity. The revolution ended monarchy and ushered in 

democracy. The age of feudalism ended and birth-based privileges were abolished. 

-The Industrial Revolution began with the advancement of science and technology. It brought in 

capitalism as industry became economically very important. Farmers left their holdings to work 

in factories in the industrial cities of Britain. The features of society changed and the working 

class became important. Once again society was transformed as a new social order emerged. 

-People like Comte, Marx and Durkheim tried to make sense of these revolutionary changes and 

restore order to chaos. Their efforts helped the emergence of Sociology, as they believed that the 

scientific study of Sociology would help in the reconstruction and reorganization of a strong and 

healthy society. 
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5) In what ways did the Industrial Revolution lead to the birth of Sociology in Europe? 

• The Industrial Revolution began in Britain in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. 

It marked the beginning of the scientific age and led to changes in social lives of 

people. 

• Before industrialization the rural sector was important. The chief occupation was 

farming and weaving. Society was hierarchical, status and class conscious. People 

worked according to their needs, factors like daylight and deadlines. 

• Industrialization meant there was a systematic application of science and 

technology. Huge factories were set up for large-scale production of goods like 

textiles and iron and steel. New forms of economic activity gave rise to capitalism 

as the pursuit of profit was geared to markets in distant colonies. 

• There was a dramatic change in social life as a new working class emerged. 

Farmers migrated to industrial cities, which were characterized by overcrowded 

housing, poor sanitation and general squalor. 

• An indicator of this new society was the emergence of “clock time”. The tempo of 

work was set by the clock and calendar. Factory production meant that work began 

punctually and people worked in shifts for set hours and were paid according to 

what they produced. 

• Karl Marx and Durkheim were appalled at the degradation of factory workers and 

became concerned with the scientific analysis of developments in industrial 

society. Sociology was born as a result of this as it was based on the understanding 

of “science of a new modem industrial world”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on 1/06/22 & 2/06/22 

Write interesting terms from Page 13- 18 from Chapter 1 (Sociology and Society) after reading 

it. 
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Capitalism 

Answer in detail: 

6) Why is the study of the origin and growth of sociology important? 

Answer: 

• The study of origin and growth of societies are important in sociology to 

understand several personal and social issues. 

• England was the center of industrial revolution. The understanding of how 

urbanization or factory production influenced all modern societies is very 

important. 

• Sociology of India reflects origin and growth of people, social institution and their 

problems. Indian history is full of imperialistic invasions. In India there has been a 

long past of feudalism, capitalism and colonialization. 

• Indian history related to political, social or cultural domains is written by 

foreigners and therefore it is far from truth. 

• Basically, it is biased. Therefore, Sociology of India is also biased. Presently Indian 

society can be understood in its complexity of tradition which are influenced by 

Turks, Mongols, Kushan, Afghans and Britishers and the influence of modem 

world. Indian sociology is a complex product of its history. 

Therefore the study of the origin and growth of society is important for sociology. 

7) Discuss relationship between Sociology and Economics. 

Answer: 

1. Sociology studies the different parts of society as a whole whereas Economics 

studies only the economic part of society. 

2. The view point of sociology is extensive while economics is a special science 

related to economic aspect of human being. 

3. The approach of sociology to study relationships is collectivistic whereas the 

perspective of economics is individualistic. 

4. Sociology uses quantitative and numeral methods whereas economics derives facts 

using inductive and deductive methods. 

5. Economic phenomena is constantly determined by all sort of social needs and 

activities and they are constantly redetermining, creating, shaping and transforming 

social need and activity of every kind. 

8.Discuss the relationship between Sociology and History. 

Answer: 

Sociology tries to understand the social life of particular times only on the basis of historical 

influences whereas History is a compilation of the events of the past. 
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• History focuses on the study of the past, whereas Sociology shows interest in 

contemporary scene or recent past. 

• History emphasises on the differences in the similar events but Sociology deals 

with the similarities in different events. 

• Sociology takes help of history to understand modem society because sociologists 

can get social facts of ancient society from history. 

9.What is the relationship between Sociology and Psychology? 

Answer: 

Psychology is one of the closest subjects to sociology. 

• Psychology focuses on the study of an individual’s mind, whereas sociology 

studies society. 

• Psychology is the science of behaviour, mental processes, experience whereas 

Sociology is the study of social behaviour of man in society. 

• Psychology is more interested in intelligence, learning, emotions, motivation, 

memory etc. Sociology is interested in relationships between family, marriage, 

kinship values and norms. 

• Psychology studies about hopes and fears of individuals, sociology studies about 

social institutions in an organised way. 

• Social psychology bridges the gap between two subjects and studies how 

individuals behave collectively in society. 

10.How Sociology and Political Science are related to each other? 

Answer: 

Political science studies political institution such as state governments and its branches like 

legislative, executive and judiciary. 

• Sociology studies power in terms of social context e.g. during elections. 

• Political Science is restricted to study of formal organisation and institutions 

whereas sociology is concerned with study of behaviour of the people in power. 

• Sociology focuses on social stress on the interpersonal relationship between 

political institution. 

• The main task of a political scientist is to study the political behaviour whereas 

main task of sociologist is to develop knowledge that would explain both social 

and political behaviour along with the consequences of this behaviour. 

• There are several areas of social life that need both the approaches e.g. 

implementing a law and its effect on people. 

11.How Sociology is related with Social Anthropology? 

Answer: 

Relationship between Sociology and Social Anthropology: 

• 1. Types of Society: Sociology emerged as the study of modem, industrial complex 

societies while Social Anthropology emerged as the study of primitive, simple and small-



 

ISWK SOCIO-CHAP 1 SOCIOLOGY & SOCIETY/Q&A/ MAY 2022 Prepared by: Veeranka Shah 
 

scale societies. 

The anthropologists of the past documented the details of simple societies apparently in a 

neutral scientific fashion. In practice, however, they were constantly comparing those 

societies with the model of the western modern societies as a benchmark. 

• 2. Scale of study: Social anthropology tended to study society (simple societies) in all 

their aspects, as a whole. In so far, as they specialized, it was on the basis of area. For 

example, the Andaman Islands. Sociologists study complex societies and 

would therefore often focus on parts of society like the bureaucracy or religion or caste or 

a process such as social mobility. 

Methods of Study: Social Anthropology has been associated with the ethnographic methods of 

participant observation. It is characterised by long field work tradition, living in and with the 

community being studied for a long time and learning their language. 

Sociologists have often relied on survey methods and quantitative data using statistics and the 

questionnaire mode. 

Convergence of Sociology and Social Anthropology: 

• Today the distinction between a simple society and a complex one itself needs 

major rethinking. India itself is a complex mix of tradition and modernity, of the 

village and the city, of caste and tribe, of class and community. 

• Consequently, there is a coming together of sociology and social anthropology in 

India. There have been fruitful interchanges between the two disciplines and today 

often methods and techniques are drawn from both. 

• On the other hand, Sociology too has been using quantitative and qualitative 

techniques, macro and micro approaches for studying the complexities of modem 

societies. 


